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- is ſo buſle in alarming che poor 
impos'd-upon People of thisNation, 
that 1 cannut but go on -to clear up the 
Mifts of ſcandzlous Delufions, which are 
daily thrown upon us in Brian z 2rd this by 
all poſſible Means, as fac as-this Paper will 
extend ; I hare already given you a ſhort 
Scheme of the State of Aﬀairs in Scotlaud 
relating to the Church; and having recapis 
pitulated what was neceffary to introduce 
the Story, and from a Counexio. with what 
had gone before, I lcft it to what is now 
to Comes 
After the grand Delign of a Party in 
England, to expoſe the Church of ScorJaud 
as a perſecuting Church, had been carry'd 


R* MOUR affifted by #2c05;itiſm, 


cn to the Height, aud printed Books, cla- 
mouring Letters, and railing Sermons, had 
ecchoed the Noiſe of Perſecution for Cons 
ſcience all over the Nation 3 The honeft 
Men among the Church-men began to re» 
ſegt it, and were a little angry, that they 
ſhould tolerate D#ſenters in Englend, and 
at the ſame time the Presbyterians in Scot- 
land ſhould periecute Zpiſcopacy with ſuch 
Violence z nay, and even ſome Diſſenters in 
England pretended 20 open as it : But they 
all.became ſurpriz'd and perteRlyaftoniſh'd, 
when upon farther Enquiry they found, 
thatall this Thing call'd Perſecution, was 

nothing but a meer Suppreſſing of Facobi- 

t:/m, and ſhutting up the Mecting-houſes 

of thoſe, who wonld neither own the 

- Government, 
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Government, take the Oath, or pray for 
the QUEEN ; and that the quiet Epiſcopal 


Minifters in Scotland, who would take the 
Oaths to, and pray for the QUEEN, were - 


not only allow'd to preach, but were really 
never tura'd out of the Churches, poſſ:fſing 
them to this Day 3 now when this came to 
be made publick, and the honeſt People in 
Scotland were oblig'd in the Vindication of 
Truth to lay theſe Toings opea to the 
World, it is not to be expreſs'd, now this 


RUMOUR dy'd away, meiting before. 


Truth, as Wax before the Sun; honeſt 
Men abhorr'd the Abuſe pur upon their 
Brethren All the m2derat= Church 
men in England agreed, it was nothing but 
what ought to be done, and nothing but 
what the Church of England her ſelf has 
done, wio ſuffers nor. one Non-Juror in 
England to poſſeſ; a Church, or if known, 
to preach in private undiſturb'4 ———- 
And this grew ſo publick and nutorious in 
England, thit evea their Friends grew 
aſham'd of it—and by D-grees it drop'd, 
and we heard no more of this Thing call'd 
Perfecution———1t had alſo another EffeR. 

For here i: began to bs more clearly diſ- 
cover'd, that this was a Party-ProjeA, only 
contiriv'd by the High-Gentlemen in Engl. 
to whim it was moſt abſolucely neceflary, 
thatthis Cry of Perſecution ſhould be rais'd 
in $.otl:ndg; and tince they cannot begia it 
upon a Sham, as before, they reſolve to do 
Cm thing, that being iaconfiftent with the 
Laws ard Confltitntion Gf the Church of 
Scotland, and even the Union it ſelf, ſhould 
force the People of Srotland to have Re- 
courſe to thyſe Laws, and that Conftitu- 
tion, for Redrcls of; and now this is the 
old well-rry'd Exp=:riment of bringing in 
the Commen Pravecr into Uſage in Scotland 
the Oppoling which is now to be call'd 
Perſecution. 

This Contrivance is moſt accurately cal- 
culated for the carrying on the deviliſh De- 
ſign in hand z for in this Caſe they know, 
the Qa=tjon in Dcbate will no more be, 
whether che Perivn that reads the Prayers 
(hall b- qn-lity'd or no; for qualify'd Peo- 
ple muſt be nad, and there is no deubt, 
but quzlify'd Wretches may be found to 
do it —— And indeed they have found a fit 
Engine :v bezta with Pcayer-Reading,whoſe 
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Charafter we have given in part, and per- 
haps may ſpeak farther to, in the Proceſs of 
his Story. 

With this Fellow they have begun to ſet 
up the Common-Prayer-Book in the Streets 
of Edinburgh—in Hopes, that the People 
there, reſolving, not to, bear it, will tall 
upon them, and ſuppreſs them—And then 
thzy may call it Perſecution for meer 
Church of Englandiſme, and that they will 
ca!l ior Conſci:nce Sake. 

Now, ##2 the Firſt of theſe, it is moſt 
certain, they will nor be defeated For 
that the People of Scotl.:md will not endure 
it, 13 moſt tcue—-aud that they ought not 
to'endure i” by Law, and that no Tolera- 
tion &F jt can be inrroduc'd by Law, no not 
by Parliament,' I do offer to-maintain, and 
will detcnd i#in the Face of any Legal 
Authority in the World, 

Nw, that this Matter may be effeQual- 
ly diſcuſs'd, ever in ths Paper, as far as 
Time and Room will allow, and that your 
Ears may be all prepar'd againft the Detu- 
ſions, thas are 10 follow. 4 fhatt only- ac 
this *tim?' lay down'ſome': general Heads, 
which I ſhall enlarge vpon;'-as the Ciretm- 
ſtances of this Aﬀair ſhall afterwards call 
for—And I dvubt not to prove every one 
of them. # 

1, I ſhall evidently demonſtrate in the 
S:quel of theſe Things, that this Attempt 
of introducing the Common-Prayer into 
Scotland is not the Att and Deed, no not of 
the Ppiſcopal Church of Scotland, or ſo 
much as with her Approbation, but.a meer 
State-Trick, a Caſt of Facobite Politicks, 
with the ſame Defign, and by the ſame 
Sett of Tools, that the like Attempt was, 
in the Year 1638, to their own Confuſion, 
as I doubt not this wifl alſo prove, which 
introduc'd the firſt War in Scotland, and by 
it the effeual diſowning the Attempt by 
King Charles I. at the Pacification- which 
follow'd. whe 

2, | ſhall ſhow you, that the Epiſcopal 
Chu ch in Scotland, other than as they were 
2acd by a Court-Party, had really no Ir- 
Ciination to, or Zeal for the Common- 
Prayer, even when that Attempt was made— 
And this is prov'd very briefly by noting, 
that they never would admit. of the 

Common- 


Common-Prayer, - whew their Hierarchy 
was reigning for 28 Years in Scorland, 
duripg which, they had ſo reduc'd Stor- 
tand to the abſolute Power and Will of 
their Party, that they were able to have 
forcd it down their very Throats, 

- This, and the brief Hiftory of the 
Epiſcopal Party from the Revolution, will 
ſerve to- prove, that this Diſpute now 
coming on # 0 Point of Conſcience- 
That the Ep!ſcopal People themſelves do nut 
like or chooſe it, but their Policick Friends 
are every Dzy preſſing them to it, as the 
only Thing that will get them an Intereſt, 
and ſecye the Cauſe they have been de- 
feated in, _ 

4. I ſhall undertake to prove, that the 
State of Toleration in» England, and Tolera- 
tion in Scotland, are vaſily different on ſe- 


veral Accounts, and that there can be no 


rational Argumert-drawa frym the one to 
the other -— And in this Difference L ſhall 
obſerve, Y . 
Toleration in England is confiftent with 
the Laws 5 in Scotland, repugnant to 
the very:Conftication and the Unioo. 


Toleration'#: Engl.-rd is confiftent with - 


the Safety of the National Church z in 
Scotland, deftruttive to her very 
Foundacion. 

Toleration in. England no way interferes 
with the Diſcipline of the Chnrch in 
-puviſhing Scandals ; iz Scotland it et- 
teaually deftroys it. 

Toleration in England is fought for ten- 


_ der Conſciences only 3 in Scotland for 


Paliticks and Facobitiſm only, and no 
Pretence of Conſcience can be inliſted 
ON. | 

Toleration in Epgland was moſt reaſon- 
able, ſo many Thouſands. (perhaps 
Mibjons) of People being now Di/- 

* ſenters, and none of their Minifters 
ſuffer*d to continne in their Churches 

Toleration in Scotland is moſt abſurd, 
fince afrer the Depoling Epiſcopacy, 
almoſt all the Fpiſcopal Minifters, that 
would take the Oaths, are permitted 
to remain in their Churches, tho" cor- 
tinuing Epiſcopal, and refafing co ſub- 
mir to the Presbyterian Church-Go- 
veraments. | 
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Toleration z7 England 1s given to none, 
but ſuch as are known Friends to the 
Government, and upon Condition, that 
they and their Hearers, if requir'd, 
\huuld take the Oaths to th: QUEEN, 

Toleration in $:ozland can be d:manded 
for none but ſuch as are known Ene. 
mies to the Government, and -that 
Rill refuſe to” take the' Oaths, and 
whoſe Hearers, if they ſhoull- take the 
Oaths, would refuſe to joyn with.them., 


I ſhall after theſe Things prove, that 
the Epiſcopal People in Scotland can never 
reaſonably defire a Toleration, and that 
when they have it,it would undo them ; ſince 
none can expet a Tolzrativn, but ſuch as 
take the Oaths, and they muſt be diſtraged 
that will take the Qaths for Leave to preach 
in a Meeting-houſe, -who, if they would 
have taken the Oaths, need never have 
come out of the Churches. 

I ſhallſhow, that there are ſeveral of the 
very Meeting-houſes inScorJand now kept in 
Pariſhes, where the Parifh-Minifter is, and 
always was Epiſcopal, and who will not hear 
or joyn with their Pariſh-Minifter, tho? he is 


Epiſcopal, only becauſe he has taken the - 
Oaths. And theſe are they for whom a To- 


teration is requir'd ! 

I ſhall enquire briefly, what Reaſon can 
be given, why Facobiti/m ſhould be tolera- 
ted in Scotland more than in England, and 


perhaps attempt to prove juſt the cun- 


trary» ; 

I ſhall enquire jato the real Deſign of this 
new Attempt of introduciag the Commons» 
Prayer Book in S:or}and, and particularly 
why the Romaz Catholicks are (o very well 


pleas'd with it— 4nd in this I ſhall ask "5 


Pueſtion, Whether there is not as much 
Reaſon, and as little Dinger, in attempt- 
ing to bring the Maſs into Zncland, as the 
Common-Prayer into $:9tland, and perhaps 
may undertake to prove che Afirmative— 
without refleQing on the Engliſh Licurgy 
at all, 

JT ſhall then -examine, whether the 
QUEEN, or the Br;tiſh Parliament, or all 
the cunning Art and Policy of L:wyers, 
Wit of Stateſmen, or K y of Church- 
men, can bring this Tanoyation upon 
Scotland, 


